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Phonology and orthography

Naodvi i's an unwritten | anguage. D mménerdummon t he t
memories are stored and accessed, there is no nesdifiting system. That said, for the
purpose of humansleani ng Nadévi, a st andar Hatinzalplhbef or m was

letters coupled with diacritic marks on some vowels.
Orthography :
There are22 consonants andvowels that are written using Latin alphabet characters:

[ @ 2 e ihkRxlllonnung p pk Ir st tsfix vw y z]

Phonology:

***Please note that all terms have been transcribed using IPA in the bilingual dictionaries.
Stress markings have been added in many of the terms until further clarificatidoeen made
upon them.

Vowels:

There are seven simple vowels:

"Front  Central Back |

Close [1]i [u]u
[i] &
CloseMid [o]o
Open-Mid [e]o
[a]ee
Open [a]a

and four diphthogs [aw], [ew], [ay], [ey].

Thesevowels mayoccur in sequencesjeaning there can be long strings of vowels within a
word. However, ach vowel counts as a syllable, so thatia (honor) has four syllables
[ mui.a].

In addition, the syllabic consonarits [Ifandrr [r}behave as vowels, aspiit  xe [plL t] 'Bo0
speak". Ther is strangly trilled, and thel is "light", never a "dark"\elarized *[ ¢k These
mayoccur directly before another vowel, ashinap [hrlap] "dangerous".


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trill
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Velarisation

Naovi does nrmthortoeybat it doeswhacentrastvestresstate [ ~.tt (]

"person"tuté [tu" t 0] "female person" . darlvdtitmnashgre itist r es s
not affected bynflection(case on nouns, tense on verbs, etc). So, for example, thie V&

be" has stress on its only vowel, theand no matter what else happens to it, the stress stays on

that vowellold [lo.™ | u] |" Gwdglsliang( [lo.laang."u] "was (ugh!)" ( G @ngijuietc.

Consonants

There are twentgneconsonants n N la Grawdcriptions, thejective consonantre written
with digraphs irnx, a convention thatappeas t o be uni que to Naodvi

Labial Alveolar Palatal Velar Glottal
Ejective [px] p 6 [tx]t © [kx] k ©
Plosive [p] P [t] t [K] k [ @]
Affricate [ts] &
Fricative [f]f [Vlv | [s]s [z] z [h] h
Nasal [m]m [n] n [ng] £
Flap [r] O
Trill [rr]r
Liquid/glide | [w]w [l tor [ IL | [y]]
The fricativesfvszh , and the affricatgts , are restricted to thonset of a syllable; the

otherconsonants may occur at either the begigior at the end (though or vy in final position
are considered parts of diphtigs, as they only occur ag ey aw ew and may be followed by
another final consonant, asskx awng "moron”). However, in addition to appeagibefore
vowels,(ftss ) may formconsonant clustessith any of the unrestricted consonants (the
stopsandliquids/glideg apart fronfd making for 39 clusters.

Lenition:

For some Nao6Vi nouns wi t hpxsttorkpadding eitimer plurala | cons
marker ay or me with weaken that initial consonant. Theory behind lenition is largely thought

to be easier and smoother pronunciation for the mouth. Regardless, the following sounds when
found consonant initial are wieened to these following forms:

pX, tx, kx p, t, k

p, t/ts, k f,s, h

0 @ (deletion)

Examples:
tsmuk 06si bl i ketkd 6 homeod
aysmuk/smuk 60si bl i mehsliiu/helku dwohometghomesH
pxun 6ar mod
mepun/ pun @wo armgarmsd


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stress_%28phonetics%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derivation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inflection
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ejective_consonant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consonant_cluster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stop_consonant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Approximant

Grammar

Pronouns

Naodvi p r o nctusivitys Tha is, therel age different words for "we" depegdin
whetherthe speaker igicluding you or not. Therare alscspecial forms fothe dual'the two of
us" (with or without you)and the trial'the three of us", etc. They do not inflect for gender;
although it's possible to diaguish "he" from "she", the distinction is optional.

sing. dual trial plural
Exclusive oe moe pxoe ayoe
Inclusive _| oeng poeng(?) ayoeng
2nd person nga menga pxenga aynga
3rd person po mefo pxefo ayfo

The deferentialor ceremoniaforms of "I" and "you" ar@he andngenga, respectively"He"
and "she" can optionally be differentiatesboan andpoé.

These pronouns utilize a system of attaching several different morphemes to articulate what they

mean.
me- dual marker oe 1% singular

pxe trial marker ng(a) 2" singular

ay- plural marker po(an/€) 3 singular

For example, theexctui ve vs. inclusive dual really trans
and someone el se)d and fAme and youo, respecti

Pronouns are declined for cagmilarly to nouns (See Case below)
Nouns and prepositions

Nouns showgreatemumberdistinctions than humannguages: besidesngular andplural, they
not only have speciaualforms for two of an item (eyes, hands, lovers, etc.), which are not
uncommon in human feuage but alsatrial forms for three of an item, which on BEaare only
found with pronouns (***This has yet to yield any exampléB)wever, gender is only
occasionally (and optionally) marked.

Plurals:

Theplural prefix isay -, and the dual imme (nari "eye",menari "eyes"). Both trigger lenition
i n Naobvi Leniiandb®ve)n Boars which undergo lenition, the plural prefix may be
dropped, so the plural & kx "body" is eitheraysokx or justsokx.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clusivity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammatical_number
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singular_number
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plural_number
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dual_number
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trial_number

Gender:

Masculine nouns may be disguished by the suffixan, and feminine byé, which is stressed:
tsmuk ortsmuktu "sibling’, tsmudkan "brother",tsmuké "sister".

Articles:

Thereis no distinction between definite and indefinitie nouns; context edbasgely on
demonstratives (see Questions and demonstratives).

Case:
Vowel Final Marker Consonant Final Marker
Intransitive N/A N/A
Ergative (Transitive Agent) & -l
Accusative (Transitive Patient®i{)] -it
Dative -ru -iru
Genitive -ya -eya
Topical -ri -iri

One way ouns are conjugated foases by transitivity. However, unlike most of the languages
spoken by humans, Naobvi edotafsaatranstipeaveraanctherljectk e r s
of the same transitive verlAn object is marked wittheaccusativesuffix -ti , and an agent with
theergativesuffix -1 , while anintransitive subjechas no case suffix. For example:

Oe | nga-ti kamie
|-ERGYOU-ACC S e | aubU
"l See you" (a greatp)

For further explanation on Transitivity, please refer to@mash course in linguistic terminology
used for Na'Viound on the learnnavi.org website under Downloads

Genitive (-ya)

The genitive case refers to the possessive case, or a noun that modifies mmath In
English, the Genitive marker that is typicall
E.g. J 0 h chéese.
Char | lmbkt e 6 s

I n the case of NadédVi, the genitive marker
show possession over another noun.
E.g. Oeya timuntxa.
[-GEN mate
6 My mat eb


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammatical_case
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Accusative_case
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ergative_case
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intransitive_case
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ergative_case
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Accusative_case
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laudative

Ayoengeya  Kelutrel
Pl.Incl.-GEN Hometree
60ur Hometreebd

Dative (-ru)

The dative case is a grammatical case generally used to indicate the noun to whom
something is given, or in other words, the peant of something.
E.g. John gaveMary the book.
Mary was given the book from John.

Nao:Vi Amhul-il Ralaru  vuki ting
Amhul-ERG RaluDAT treebranchACC give
0 Amhul gives Ralu the treebrancho

Topic Marker (-ri)

The topic marker is used to introduce the topic of the clause, and is somewhat equivalent
to (though much more common than) English "as for". It preempts the case of the noun: that is,
when a noun is made topical, usually at the beginning of theeldauakes theri suffix.

***This is not a substitute for the possessive case. Instead it is used to gather focus from a
larger clause onto a single entity.

E.g. The play was not enjoyed by anyone.

As for John, the play was not enjoyable.

Na 6:V tukruri lehrrap Iu a krr oe taron
speafrTOPdangerous b8UB when| hunt
Orhe spear is dangerous eiwhenl hunt 6

Adpositions:

Besides casé¢he role of a noun in a clause may be indicated adifositionsAny adposition

may occur either asm@epositionbefore the noun, or as anclitic after the noun, a greater

degree of freedom than human languages allow. For example, "with you™ may béauweitiupa

or ngahu. When used as enclitics, they are much like the numerous cases fétunagiarian
andFinnish When used as prepositions, more along the lines of what English does, certain of
themtrigger lenition. One of the leniting prepositionsis”in”, as inm sokx "in the body".

This may cause some ambiguity with short plunals:sokx could also be short fori ayso kx

"in the bodies".


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adposition
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Preposition
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enclitic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungarian_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finnish_language

A

ao under 03 m behind, in back

6em over, above fa per, with/by means of

€eo before, in front of ftu from (directional)

fpi for the sake of ila via, along, by

hu with, together with ne to (directiond)
(accompaniment)

ka across ta from

kip among vay until

mi in

Adjectives

N a Gadjectivesare inflectedo show connection to their noun by using the syllabic vowel|
which is dtached on the side closest to the noun. For examplendailer" can be expressed
either as,

ngim-a kilvan
long-ATTR river

or as,

kilvan a- ngim
river  ATTR-long

The free word order holds fail attributives: Genitives (possessivagdrelative clausesan
also either precede @llow the noun they modify. The latter especially allows for great freedom
of expression.

Theattributiveaffix -a- is only used when an adjective modifies a ndnedicativeadjectives
instead take the "be" vehb :

kilvan ngim lu
river  long be
"The river is long'

Numbers

As the Naobvi h av e Ihaceahbasealghtgumbessysters. Onlyladevd , t hey
numbers are attested:


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adjective
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attributive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attributive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Relative_clause
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attributive_adjective
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Predicative_adjective
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Octal

P

0aw
mune

ts ing

onmrr (?)

vofu 1
ts i vol 3

NOORADNEPE

From this it would appear that the root for 4sis , for 8 isvo, and hat 32 is "4 eights".

Numerals form various derivatives, suchbas w gane"” (an individual){(ni )6 a wv e

"first”, 6 a ws ing "®@gether" (onemakesame)kawtu "no-one" (negativek-), kawkrr "never"
(notonetime),ni 6 a Yonly", andni 6 a w t"alone" from "one; alsoni mun"again" and
perhapsnuntx a "to mate" frommun- "two".

Verbs

Verbs are conjugateddr tensebut not forperson That is, they record distinctions like "l am, |
was, | would", but not like "I am, we are, s/he is". Conjugation relies exclusivehfiges,
which are likesuffixes but go inside the verb. "To hunt", for examplegarisn , but "hunted" is
t 0ol withthe infix(d o.1 0

There are two positions for infixes: after the consonant (onset) pethdtimatesyllable, and
after the consonant of the final syll abl e.
commonly occur on the first and last syllable, as in the examples below. In monosyllabic words
like lu "be" andtsun "can", they badt appear after the initial consonant, keegheir relative

order, asins <ol ><ang>un|[ t sdngiluind " was able to (ugh!)".

U The first infix position (after theonsonant of thpenultimatesyllable) is taken by infixes for
tense, aspect, or mood, as vadlbyparticipleandreflexiveforms, which precede tense and
aspect when they eaccur.

Tense:
Future (FUT) <ay>
Immediate Future (IMM)  <iy>
Present (PRES) N/A (unmarked)
Recent Past (REC) <im>
Past (PST) <am>
_ [Recent Past| |Present| |Immediate Future |
4 | : : : L)
<am> <im> N/A <iy=> <ay>
t<am>aron t<im>aron taron t<iy>aron t<ay>aron

Be

ohuntedd Ojust hudhtuend & O 0Oabout to hunto


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammatical_tense
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammatical_person
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infix
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penultimate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Participle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reflexive_verb

Aspect/Mood:

Perfective (PFV) <ol>
Imperfective (IMFV) <er>
Subjunctive (SJV) <iv>
Perfective Imperfective Subjunctive
o—0 o—{> O -———— o
<ol> <er> <iv>
t<ol>aron t<er>aron t<iv>aron

Ohas huntoemdats hunt i ahntdd
Theperfective is a completed or contained action whereasnerfectiveis an unfinished,
ongoingor uncontained actionThere is no clear subjunctive mood in English, but it essentially
expresses hopes, uncertainties, possibilities or opirdeakearEnglsh-example-is-the-Past
Subjuvnretive—of the verb fAto beo:

PAST— | wasateacher.

L=<am>u karyu.
PAST SIV:—If-had beemteacher.

Txo l<a<v>=m>u karyu.

Participle/Reflexive :

Participle <us>
Reflexive ?

The participial infix <us>is found in forms such drusey'dead"”, fromke"not" andrey "to

live" (that is, 'hotliving™), andtxantslusamiwise", fromtxan"much" andtslam"to understand”
(that is, "muchunderstanding"). Like tense, aspect and mood, it falls under the first group of
infixes that are inserteafter the consonant of the penultimate syllable.

U Thesecond infix position is taken by infixes faffect(speaker attitude, whether positive or
negative) andor evidentiality(uncertainty or indirect knowledge). For example, in the
greetngin the section on noun®el ngati kameie "l See you", the verkame "to See"
is inflected pogively ask a m( e tolinelicate the pleasure the speaker feels in the ngeeti
In the subsequent sentenCeyi ontu te yal angu "My nose is full (of his smell)",
however, the phrageya lu "is full" is inflected negatively as e y a ang( uto indicate
the peaker's distaste at the experience.

Laudative <ei>
Pejorative <ang>
Evidential ?

Deferential <uy>


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperfective_aspect
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Affect_%28linguistics%29&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evidentiality

t Gmi ar 0 e i[ thouraCUBUDU Jjust’hunted ": The speaker ipleasedwhether
due to success or just the pleasure of the. hunt

t 0ay Uanglo fhunttFuTirEL | " wilL I The $paaker idissatisfied, bored, or
not impressed.

The copular o0bed6 vs. the |l ocational O0beo:

There are two "be" verbkj , which is "be" in the sense that "A is B" and is used with
adjectives (axopulg, andtok , which is "be" in the sens# "A is in/at a place" (a verb of
existence).

Negation:

Negation is made with thgarticleke . Various othegrammatical particlesuch as
conjunctiongoin phrases and clauses: "like, as",to "(more, less) than'si k (unquote, si,
alte "and", fu "or", sl & "but".

Ques tions and demonstratives

Yesno questions are askedith the finalquestion markesrak ?

pe- Awhat ?0 fi- At hi so
fay Atheseo
tsa Atah O

pevs, 06%Ype fiou

pesu, tupe

pefy a, fyape fifya

pehem, kempe fikem tsakem

pehrr, krrpe

pese ng, fitse ng(e) tsatse ng
tse ngpe

These ee merely the more common forms that f i, fay andtsa combine with. However,
theymay combine with any noue.g.t s anad rMistnhgat f or e stheowordsmay k e wi s e
combine with the morphemes in the table, sudle agfya "as" (‘'same way'te ngkrr "while"

~

('same time'), ankl ® 6"aothing'".



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copula
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammatical_particle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conjunction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Question_marker

Derivational Change:

Derivation Rule Example
NounY Adjective le-+ N le- + hrrap(danger) = lehrrap(dangerous)
NounY Verb N + si kelku(home) + si = kelku si(to live[dwell])
Noun/Verb/Adj. Y Adverb | ni-+X ni- + ftie(easy) = niftue(easily)
VerbY Abstract Noun ti- +V ti- + rey(to live) = tirey(life)
VerbY Personified Noun V +-tu sped®(totuapt spe)d ®+ u
VerbY Specialised Person |V +-yu taron(to hunt) +yu = taronyu(hunter)
Noun
Phrases
"Hello, how are you?"

Kal txi . nga-ru Iu fpom srak?

[ Kalngaru Iu fpom srak |

Greetngs. You-DAT be well.beng QUESTION

"ltds a pleasurhe ywou bien adbdévit'o chat wi't

Tsun oe nga-hu ni-Na 6 'pivangkxoa fi-6u oe-ruprrt elu

be.abl¢l youwith ADv-N a €chat

"l apologise for this moron"

thatthis-thing I-DAT pleasur€! be

Fi -skxawng-iri tsa pxalute s Gmgl ioe
thismoronToP  apology

"These demons are forbidden here"

F-ay-vrrtep fi-tse ngelu kxani

mak e |

this-pL.-demon this-place be forbidder

"My nose is full of his alien smell."

Oeri ta peyafahewa-kewong ontu teya | @ngu
meTorPfromhis smell ATTR-aliennose full b eEl

10



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dative_case
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Question_marker
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adverb
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dative_case
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Na%27vi_language#cite_note-8
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Topic_marker
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plural_number
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Topic_marker
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attributive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pejorative

Lexicon

N a 0 MEnglish EnglishdNa d Vi
W A
‘ampi v touch across pr ka
am. 6pi / : .
'/naw/ agree v mllte
awpo pn one one (person)
ew. 6pol alarmcry n rawke
‘awsiteng adv together
law. si . 0t alien n ketuwong
‘awve adj first .
IfAw. v/ alien n kewong
‘e'al ad o Alien (i.e. non faketuan
/ noral/ -
Na'vi) n
‘efu v feel
] @6f u/ all all (of),in to, niwotx
‘eko n attack to,completely pr
/P ./k o
‘ekong n beat (rhythmic) allow v tung
law . k o A&l
engengn B almost adv stum
'/er . eV A . alone alone (as one ni'awtu
evengn | child person) adj
/pu . v L A/
‘evin kid (affectionate form of) | also, too part kop
imo. vi / "child") :
among pr kip
‘eylan n friend :
I08f /1 an ancestor n pizayu
‘eyng v answer - S
6e] /Kl and conj Sl
‘ewan ad] young and conj ulte
I'vd. wan/
Tawn v remain,stay animal,beast n ioang
/6 . nawn/ _
theyu n spiral answer n ti'eyng
/\0.] co 10, | 4 - answer v ‘eyng
'Iinglisi n English language
Q) OAE. | &. s apology n tsap'alute
itn bit a small amount
mit/ arm n pXxun

11




itan n son arrive v pahem
mi . 6tan/ :
'|te n daughter alrow n SWIZaw
.lml . Lo/ art n tseo
ok n remembrance
nok/ as(= same way as)| tengfya
‘ong v unfold,blossom pr
n o A/
‘upe n what (thing) as we know | niawnomum
/lqQu. po/
'upxare n Message ask v pawm
fo\mu. poa. 9 attack n ‘eko
apr subordinate claae avatar,; uniltirantokx
la/ marker (wh_, that) dreamwalker body

n
alaksi adj ready
lal . 6ak. s awake adj txen
alim adj far away,at a distance S—
i@l . Gm/ away (direction) neto
Amhul n child's name pr
/6am. hul / — >
> t m
Ansit n child's name away (position) pr 50
16 Parwt / B
apxa adj large
lapb6al baby carrier/sling | iveh k'nivi s'di
atan adj, n light n
la. dt an I _
atokirina' n Seeds of the gat tree | | Pack(direction) pr | ne‘im
la. t o. ki . .
pre—— and bad,evil adj kawng
/et 6ko. v/ badge n patsi
aun drum (made of skin)
/au/ be at,occupy a tok
aungia n sign,omen spacev
lau A. i . al . I
ayfo pn they (3% person piural) | | °€ (@m.is.are) v u
baj . fol » be responsiblev Kllfriv o'
aynga pn you, plural (2°person
laj . 0 Aal plural) beat (rhythmic) n | 'ekong
ayoe pn we, excluding you @ becomev slu
laj vbo. person exclusive plaft)

beetle larva(e) n teylu

12




ayoeng pn we, including you (T beforen front of eo
laj L &b . person inclusive plural)| | pr
aylaru conj to the others begin,start v snga'i
laj . | a. 6 0] (contraction of aylaberu _ :
beginning,start snga'ikrr
ayl 3" ufa(in the wor d|timen
laj . 61 ®O .
aynga pn you beloved ad] yawne
laj . Aal .
. best ad] swey
ayoe pn we (exclusive)
/laj . o0.00/ : : big (in stature) adj | tsawl
ayoeng pn _ | we (inclusive)
lag . o. 60 A/ bind v yim
A — bit a small amount | ‘it
die n vision n
/b. ®
ao pr under bit a small amount | ni'it
v adv
atxale n request
/It 6. P. | v blue adj ean
E
ean adj blue blue flower n seze
oL C . Blue Flute Clan n | Omatikaya
eltu n brain
/0l1/ tu body n tokx
eltusiv, c listen pay attention,quit
/@1 ./t u s i|goofing off bond (neural Tsaleylu
connection) n
eltungawng n brainworm
/[l .t u. /a boom n kxangangang
emza'u v asg(a test
Ibm. 6k a. pass| ) bow and arrow n | tsko swizaw
eo pr before, in front of bow (weapon) n tsko
10 b (weapon)
Eyaye n Plant species brain n eltu
/0. 6/j a. j e|(Warbonnet)
brainworm n eltungawng
eyk v lead
1j k/ branch (of a tree) | vul
eyktan n leader n
/60j k.t an 5 i =
Eywan World spirit guiding rave adj Steu
@) / wa force and deity bring v zamunge
(equivalent to Gaia)
brother n tsmukan

Eywa ngahu int

goodbye (Eywabe with

13




/) j .6wka/. h {you) burn,consume v nekx
F but conj sla
ith

;?a/p ' with (by means of) butt,rear end n txim
faheu v smell by,via,following ila (also: 118)
6fal pr
faketuan n Alien (i.e. nonNa'vi)
f avo Oku. a C
fifya pn this way,like this
& Of . | a call v syaw
fikem pn this (action) -
& O./kom calm adj mawey
fipo pn th!s one (person or can.be ablev =
1§ wl po thing)

ti ‘et
fitseng(e) pn | this, here this place ||~ " e
f&. 6@ A capture v spe'e
fitxan adv so (fexceed
f . 6t 6an center (or place in | kxamtseng
fi'u pn this (thing) the middle) n
& L Qu hall ool
fkarut v peel challenge Pelo
/& kal. out (ceremonial) v
fkeu adj mighty change v latem
If k/O u
fko adj one chat v pangkxo
Ifko/ : :
fmawn n news,something to child n cveng
TN report child's name Amhul
fmetok n test T ——
& mo/ t ok child's name Ansit
fmi v try child's name Ralu
/fmi/
fngap n metal choosev ftxey
| T AEap/ .
fnu v, ¢ quiet ("be quiet!") clan n olo
Hnw clan leacer n olo'eyktan
fo pn they
Ifol clear,certain adj law
fpak v hold off,suspend action
[fpak/ clever (thing) adj | silronsem
fpe’ v send close close toadj | lok

fpoq/

14







