


























Answers:

1.)Po taronyu lu
She is a hunter

2.) Tukru po yé
The spear is his

3.) Ikran ean lu
The male ikran is blue

4.) Tsa'pa'li lu
That direhorse is female

5.) Oe-l it ngeyi kam< >e.
I see your son, and i'm happy about i!

6.) Oel ngeyii new 'it yéd pa'li t
I want your daughter's female horse

7.) Po 1 tsamit ft<  >ang ke
He didn't stop the war, sadly.

8.) Ayoeyia smuk 1 yerom ngeyi 'it it
our sisters are eating your son

9.) Oel hu Po titswer< >on
I don't like flying with her

10.) Neytiri ke lu tutef srak?
Neytiri is not male?

Oeri po ti tswirmon hu oeyé tsmuk . Po yi ikranil yol om oeyd memikyunit. Oeya ikranil limu yivom
po vyidtsmuk it. Po plltxe kehe! Oel siti ke eltu, po  yi ikranil yimom oeyd memikyun. Tsakrr torukil oeya
tsmuk ti yim om. Oeri tswolon ne kelkuti.

I went flying with my sister. Unfortunately Her banshee ate my ears. My banshee was going to eat her brother.
She said no! | didn't listen, her banshee had my ears. Then leonopteryx ate my sister, thankfully. I fl ew home.

Words used:

lu - to be ke - not
taron - Hunt (taronyu = hunter) tsam - war

it - child tsmuk - sibling
Ikran - Mountain Banshee ean - Blue
pa'li - direhorse tspang - Kill
yom - eat tswayon - fly
tukru - spear ftang - stop
mikyun -ears plltxe - speak
toruk  -Leonopteryx kelku - home

Worksheet by Skxawng, with thanks to Taronyu. Both of learnnavi.org v3




Na'vi Affixes 1.3 - Cases

Topical/Genitive/Dative
Topical suffix for the agent: -ri
Genitive suffix: ya

Dative suffix: -ru

example:

QOe-yi ontu
I [gen] nose
"My nose"
Topical Suffix?

A topical suffix is used to introduce the topic of the clause, and is somewhat equivalent to the English "as for." The
above example might then be directly translated as "As for me, the nose is mine." Also important to note, is if a
possessive pronoun is the topic, the possessive suffix -y is replaced by the topical suffix -ri. This does not mean
that -ri is a substitute for the posessive case. It is used to gather focus from a larger clause to a single entity.

The play way not enjoyed by anyone
As for john, the play was not enjoyable

Tukru lu lehrrap
"spear is dangerous"

Oe-ri tukru lu lehrrap
I-[top] spear is dangerous
"For me, the spear is dangerous"

Important Note: The topical suffix does not need to be used in every sentence. It is only really necessary when the
topic of a larger paragraph is changed, or when there are multiple nouns acting on one another, and the topic of the
clause needs to be indicated.

Important Note 2: The topical suffix changes when following a consonant. Instead of -ri, the suffix is -iri.

For example, in the word 'tsmukan' the last letter is a consonant and thus uses the -iri suffix to become:
tsmukaniri



What does Genitive Mean?

Basically it indicates the possessive case of a noun or pronoun. The noun becomes the possessor, not the possessed.
In English, the equivalent is basically 's. "Fred's car" So to indicate that something is possessed or owned by
another, the suffix -yé is added:

Poan-yi
he-[pos]
llHl'S n

tsa'u-ri oe-yi lu ikran
that-[top] my-[pos] banshee to be
"That is my banshee"

It is also important to note: If the last letter in the word that is being inflected is NOT a vowel, the y in th e
suffix is dropped, and - is used instead:

Ikran-a
Banshee-[pos]
"The banshee's"

What does Dative mean?
Dative generally indicates the noun that something is given to (the recipient of something, be it an object or an
action). This noun is not a topic. It answers the question 'to whom?'

oe-ri ting tukruti sempul-ur
I-[top] give spear father-[dat]
"I give my spear to father"

oe-yé tsko-ri hu lu sempul-ru
I-[pos] bow-[top] with to be father-[dat]
"My bow is with father"

oe-ru txoa l<iv>u
I [dat] forgiveness be
"Forgive me"

Important note: as with other suffixes, if the word ends in a consoanant, the suffix -ru becomes -ur instead.
Additionally, the suffix -ru can be contracted to -r.



All together now
d so lets put it all together real quick, as it can be pretty confusing until you get used to it. (special thanks to
Taronyuakawng from the forums for this part)

So lets say we watn to say "I will give my bow to mother" - lets start with the basic forms, uninflected.

oe ting tsko sa'nok
directly translated: I give bow mother

To whom is the bow given? To mother. So 'mother' must be DATIVE (because it answers the question 'to whom?')
Thefore, 'sa'nok' recieves the dative marker. Since the last letter in the word is a consonant, we use -ur instead of -
ru. We will also mark the bow with the accusative suffix -ti (to mark what is given, what is the object of an action.
the spear is given, so the spear is an object of the action 'to give') Additionally, the verb ting will be inflected for
future tense with the infix <am> to change it from 'to give" to "will give"

this is what we end up with:

oe t<am>ing tsko-ti sa'nok-ur
directly translated: I will give bow to mother

We're almost there. The question remains though, "whose bow?" is it just 'a bow?' or 'the bow?' No. it is my bow,
and that should be indicated, with the Genitave suffix, ya.

oe-yé taming tskoti sa'nokur
directly translated: My will give bow to mother

there we go! Well ... not quite. With what we have, the translation would end up being "Will give my bow to
mother" ... which would work were it not for the fact that we're wondering who is doing the giving. We can
indicate who is doing the giving in two ways. My first reaction was to add another 'oe' to the sentence, adding the
ergative marker to it so we know that the accusative on the bow goes with it:

oe-1 oeyi taming tskoti sa'nokur
I my give bow to mother.

And it would seem to work, but now we're wondering if oeyi is posessing the bow or the mother. Is it "I give my
bow to mother" or is it "I give bow to my mother?" Instead of adding another word, we will instead add the topical
marker to oeyd, because we want to say that I am doing that action. Since the topical overrides the genitive, we're
left with ...

oe-ri taming tskoti sa'nokur
1 give spear(mine) to father

Fin!



Excersizes:

Circle the Topic, Dative, or Genitave in the following sentences
1.) your father is big.

2.) Her father is with the hunters

3.) Is she your sister?

4.) oeyd menariri ke na ngeyd menari lu
5.) ayoe ting ngeya itanru tukru

6.) Ngari lu skxawng

Add the appropriate case suffix to the blanks
not all blanks need a suffix however!

7.) sempul-___ atsawl
Your big father

8.) Taronyuhu ______sa'nok-____lu
Her mother is with the hunters

9, lu tsmuke- srak?
Is that your sister

10.) tukru hu tserpang pa'li-
With his spear, he killed the direhorse

11.) tsmukan- toruk makto
My brother, he rides toruk

12.) Sa'nok- swizaw- poe tering oe-
Mother's blue arrow she was giving me

13.) tukru- lu titxur-
My spear is my strength

14.) tsmukan- poe ting mikyun
her brother, she gives ear (she listens to her brother)



Answers:

1.) your father is big
Gen
2.) Her father is with the hunters
Gen
3.) Is she your sister?
Dat Top/Gen
4.) oeyd menariri ke na ngeyi menari lu

Gen Top Gen

5.) ayoe ting ngeyi itanru tukru
Gen Dat
6.) Ngari lu skxawng
Top

7.) nge-ya sempul-___ atsawl
Your big father
8.) aysaronyuhu poe-yi sa'nok-___ lu
Her mother is with the hunters
9.) nge-yi tsmuke-___ lu srak?

Is that your sister?

10.) tukruhu poan-yé tsampang pa'li-ri

His spear killed the direhorse

11.) Oe-yi tsmukan-iri torukit makto

My brother, he rides toruk (remember that after consonats, suffixes change!)
12.) Sa'nok-# swizaw-iri poel tering oe-ru

Mother's blue arrow she was giving me

13.) Oe-yi tukru-ri lu titxur

My spear is my strength

14.)Poe-y# tsmukan-iri poe tering mikyun

her brother, an ear she was giving (she was listening to her brother)

Words used:

Ikran ------- Mountain Banshee, or just Banshee tsawl ----- big (in stature)
ting --------- give Sa'nok --- Mother

Tukru ------- Spear Taronyu - Hunter

Sempul ----- Father tsmuke -- sister

hu ---------- with tsmukan - brother

menari ----- eyes srak? ---- yes/no question indicator
ke ------------ not tspang -- kill

na ------------ like pa'li --- Direhorse

'itan --------- son Toruk --- Leonopteryx
tsamsiyu --- warrior Makto --- Ride

L to be ean ----- Blue

skxawng ---- moron txur ---- strong

swizaw ------ arrow

Worksheet by Skxawng, with thanks to Oméngum fau'uti, Taronyu, and Taronyuakawng
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Na'vi Affixes — Subject/Object Fill- in-
the-blanks

This worksheet will explain ergative, nominative, accusative, and topical case.

Cases

Na'vi uses what is called an ergative case system, found in only a few of Earth’s
languages (like Basque). In this system, nouns are changed differently depending
on the nature of the verb (this change is known as inflection). An intransitive
verb, such as ‘be’, Na'vi 'lu’, has no direct object: nothing is happening to anyone
because of the verb. A transitive verb has a direct object, such as ‘see’, Na'vi
‘kame’. In Na'vi, this inflection means adding a suffix, depending on the nature of
the verb and the nature of the noun in relation to the verb. A single verb can be
transitive or intransitive, in certain settings. "I love” would be intransitive,
because no one is loved: “I love you” is transitive, because you are loved.
Transitivity depends on whether an object of the verb, a noun to which the verb
is happening, is included in the sentance: this is called the direct object, which is
in the accusative case.

The subject is inflected using nominative case endings. For intransitive verbs, the
subject of the verb is not inflected: in transitive verbs, the subject (called the
agent in linguistic jargon, but only for transitive verbs) is inflected. Nouns and
adjectives are not inflected,! when the subject is equated to another word using
an intransitive verb, such as in “"The tree is yellow”, or words governed by a
preposition, like “in Na’'vi”. Because of these cases, word order is not fixed, and
can be entirely variable. However, remember that the direct object, in the
accusative case, has to be in the sentence for the verb to be transitive. Some
examples:

Oe-Y taronyu lu.
I (subj.) hunter (pred.) be (intr.)
I am a hunter.

Oe -1 nga - ti kameie.
I (agent) vyou (d.o.) see (trans.)
I see you.

The subject does not receive the ergative case marker =I, when there is no direct
object. The direct object always gets the accusative case marker —ti, when it
exists. Ditransitive verbs, such as ‘give’, Na'vi ‘ting’, which may have an indirect
object in the dative case (think of the thing which is given), do not change the
nature of the subject/agent marker, such that:

Oe -1 ki‘'ong - ti nga - ru ting.
I (agent) fruit (d.o.) you (ind.obj.) give (trans.)
I give the fruit to you.

! This is certainly the case for adjectives: I assume it is the case for nouns. -Taronyu



There is one final marker to concern yourself with: the topic marker, -ri. This is
used to introduce a topic of conversation. The first mention of a topic in a
paragraph would use the topic marker, and this would replace the blank or —I
subject marker. Think of it as if you were talking to a friend about Avatar: the
first time you mention Avatar, you would add a -ri ending to it, to make sure
that the friend understand that the next few sentences are going to be talking
about Avatar, and not, say, Jake Sully, or how awesome Frommer is. The next
few times you say Avatar, you don't need to add the —ri ending. The topic doesn’t
have to just replace the subject - it can go on the end of any noun in the
sentence. Thus:

Oe - ri ki'ongit ngaru ting. Oe - | ki'ongit yom. Ki‘'ong - & asiltsan lu.
I (topic) give a fruit to you. I (agent) eat a fruit. The fruit (subject) is good.

You can see that the second occurrence of ‘oe’ does not take the topic marker.

Case markers:

- Subject of intransitive verb: not marked.

=il 1 Agent of transitive verb. Ergative case.

- it t,ti Direct Object of transitive verb. Accusative case.
-ru Indirect Object. Dative Case.

- ri, iri Topic.

You'll notice that three of these have two possibilities. These are known as
allomorphs of each other: they occur at different times, depending on their
context. If a noun ends in a vowel, it will take the suffix that begins with a
consonant. If a noun ends in a consonant, it will take the suffix that begins with a
vowel. Thus:

Oe-ri Oe-t (or -ti) Oe-l
And
Taron-iri Taron-it Taron-il

And that’s pretty much all there is to it. Some terms we defined:

Accusative: The case for the Direct Object of a verb.

Agent: The noun which enacts a transitive verb.

Dative: The case for the indirect object of a verb.

Direct Object: The noun which the verb affects.

Ditransitive: A verb which needs both an object and an indirect object.
Ergative: The case for the topic of a verb.

Indirect Object: The noun that is not directly affected by a verb.
Inflection: A change to a noun to mark its function in the sentence.
Intransitive: A verb which only needs a subject.

Nominative: The case for the subject or agent of a verb.

Subject: The noun which enacts a verb.

Topic: A subject which will appear throughout several sentences.
Transitive: A verb that needs a direct object.

Suffix: A ending attached to the end of a noun.



Fill in the Blanks with the appropriate affix below:

Ignore the topic marker, -ri, as these examples are self-contained. Leaving a
blank may be the correct decision. Plurals will be covered later.

1.) Oe-__ taronyu-__ lu.

I am a hunter.

(2 pts)

2.) Nga-___ oe-__ ke txaydnging.
I will not leave you.

(2 pts)

3.) Nga-___ Tawtute-__ txep-__ ting.
You give the Sky-person fire.

(3 pts)

4.) Na'vi—___tirol-___ rol.

The people sing a song.

(2 pts)

5.) Ikran-__ ke rol.

The banshee does not sing.

(1 pts)

6.) Oe-___ tarok-___ ke taron.

I do not hunt the leonopteryx.

(2 pts)

7.) Nga-___ kameie ki‘'ong-__.

You see a fruit.

(2 pts)

8.) Ikran-__ mi Iknimaya-__ tok.
The banshee is in the Thundering Mountains.
(2 pts)

9.) Poe-__ tspang fatukru-__.
She kills with a spear.

(2 pts)

10.) Poan-___ tarok-__ taron.

A leonopteryx hunts him.

(2 pts)

Narrative:

Oe-___ tarok-___ taron. Oe-___ ne ikran-___ k&, si poan-___ oe-___ kame.
Poan-___ tswon ne oe-__. Oe-___ ikran-__ ki‘'ong-___ ting. Poan-___ ki'ong-
_ ke yom. Ayoe-__ tsahaylu-__ si. Ayoe-__ tswon ne Inknimaya-__. Oe-
___tirol-__ rol. Tirol-___ asiltsan lu. Ayoe-___ tarok-___ ke kame. Poan-___
mi Iknimaya-__ ke tok. Oe-___ si ikran-___ txaydnging. Oe-__ tarok-___
taron, si oe-___ taronyu-___ asiltsan lu.

I hunt the leonopteryx. I go to the ikran, and he sees me. He flies to me. I give
the ikran a fruit. He does not eat the fruit. We make the bond. We fly to the
Thundering Mountains. I sing a song. The song is good. We do not see a
leonopteryx. He is not in the Thundering Mountains. The ikran and I will not
leave. I hunt leonopteryx, and I am a good hunter.

(25 pts)



Answers:

1.) Oe-J taronyu-J lu.

2.) Nga-ti oe-l ke txayanging.

3.) Nga-I Tawtute-ru txep-it ting.

4.) Na'vi-l tirol-it rol.

5.) Ikran-g ke rol.

6.) Oe-l tarok-it ke taron.

7.) Nga-l kame ki‘ong-it.

8.) Ikran-Z mi Iknimaya-J tok.
9.) Poe-J tspang fa tukru-g.

10.) Poan-ti ikran-I taron.

Narrative:

Oeri (or -I) tarokit taron. Oe-g ne ikran-g k4, si pol oeti kame. Poan-g
tswon ne oe-J. Oel ikranru ki‘ongit ting. Poanil ki‘'ongit ke yom. Ayoe-J
tsahaylu-J si. Ayoe-J tswon ne Iknimaya-J. Oel tirolit rol. Tirol-&
asiltsan lu. Ayoel tarokit ke kame. Poan-Z mi Iknimaya-J ke tok. Oe-J si
ikran-J txayanging. Oel tarokit taron, si oe-g taronyu-J asiltsan lu.

Words Used:

asiltsan - adj. good
ayoe - n. we

fa — prep. with
ikran - n. banshee

kda - v. go
kameie - v. see
ke - not

ki'ong - n. a type of fruit
Iknimaya - n. the Thundering
Mountains

lu - v. be, is the same as

mi - prep. in

Na’'vi - n. the People

Ne - prep. towards, to

nga - n. you

oe-n.l

po - n. he, she

Worksheet by Taronyu.

rol - v. sing

si - v. make, do

si - conj. and

tarok - n. leonopteryx
taron - v. hunt

taronyu - n. hunter
Tawtute - v. Sky-person
ting - v. give

tirol - n. song

tok - v. be, exists
tsahaylu - n. bond
tspang - v. kill

tswon - v. fly

tukru - n. spear
txaydnging - v. will not leave
txep - n. fire

yom - v, eat



Na'vi Infixes - Fill-in-the-blanks
This worksheet will explain verbal tenses.

The Infixes

Verbs inflect for tense depending on when a sentence is supposed to occur. There
are five tenses in Na'vi. Two are past tense: one for immediate past, <im> -
think of “just happened”- and the other for distant past, <am>. There are also
two future tenses: again, one for imminent future <iy> and one for further off in
the future, <ay>. These are easy to remember: the ones father away have /a/,
the ones closer to the present, which is unmarked, have /i/.

These inflections occur in certain places within a verb - in the case of tense, the
place is the penultimate syllable. That means the second to last one - which, in
most cases, will be the first. If the verb only has one syllable, then it is marked in
that one syllable. The infix, as the tense inflection is called, because it is fixed in
the verb, goes between the first consonant, or consonant cluster, of a syllable
and the vowel. This may seem a bit complicated, but it's easier in practice. Some
examples of position:

tok + <am> = t<am>ok was
taron + <iy> = t<iy>ar<ei>on will hunt soon (positive)
kilkulat + <ay> = kllk<ay>ul<dng>at will dig up (negative)

Note how the infix did not go between k and the syllabic Il because there were
three syllables, and it always goes on the second to last. Don't worry about the
definitions of the second infixes yet.

Now, there are some more infixes that one must worry about because they do
come up. These are the perfective <ol> and the imperfective <er>.! These go in
the same position as the tense infixes. The perfective aspect doesn’t seem to
have a problem because we’'ve only attested it alone: it denotes a task which was
completed in the past. T<am>aron could be I hunted, but that hunt might still
be going on: T<ol>aron means I have hunted, and now that act is over. <er> is
a bit trickier: it denotes continuing action, like teraron, I am hunting. In the
present tense, it is just <er>. In the past tense, it is an infix within the other
infix: So, <im> becomes <i<r>m>, and <am> becomes <a<r>m>. Luckily
those are the only attested forms, and they are easy to remember.

Finally, there is <ei> and <ang>. If you've come this far, you should know that
the first means the speaker is happy about the verb (linguistic term laudative),
and the latter means that the speaker is not happy (pejorative). These go in the
final syllable, between the initial consonant and the vowel, just as before. Thus
Oe-l nga-ti kam<ei>e, I see you. Or, Oe-l ke n<dng>ew tsahaylu si
nantang-hu, I do not want to make tsahaylu with a viperwolf. This sentence also
reminds us not to ignore dipthongs: new is not dysllabic, like the old form for the
word, ne.u, is. Indifference to the verb is not marked.

Words like infinitives, “to stay”, or gerunds, titaron “the hunt”, do not inflect.

! There are others: one of them, the subjunctive <iv>, is mentioned here. However, we
cannot be sure of any of the others yet, not until we get more data, so don’t worry
about them. I also won’t tell you about <us> in this worksheet (or any).



And so, once more:
In the penultimate syllable:

Tense:

<ay> Future (FUT)

<iy> Near Future (N.FUT)
<-> Present (unmarked)
<im> Near Past (N.PAST)
<am> Past (PAST)

Aspect:

<ol> Perfective Past (PERF.)

<er> Imperfective Present (IMPF.)
<i<r>m> Imp. Near Past (IMPF.N.PAST)
<a<r>m> Imp. Past (IMP.PAST)

In the ultimate syllable:
Affect:

<ei> Laudative (LAUD)
<dng> Pejorative (PEJ)

Fill in the Blanks with the appropriate affix below:

1.) Oe siltsan taronyu . (2 pts)

I am-(LAUD) a hunter. Use lu.

2.) Ngati oel ke , sld ke tsun oe . (6 pts)

I will not leave (PEJ) you, but I am not able to stay (PEJ). Use txing, ‘i"awn, and
lu.

3.) Ngal Tawtuteti txepri . (2 pts)
You are giving (IMP)(LAUD) the Sky-person fire. Use ting.

4.) Na'vil tirolti . (2 pts)
The people sang a song. Use rol.

5.) Palulukan niwin. (2 pts)
The thanator was recently running (LAUD) fast. Use tul.

6.) Oel tarokri ke , na ha pol oet. (4 pts)
I will not soon hunt the leonopteryx, as in that case he will hunt me. Use taron.

7.) ngal ki'ongti, ulte set poti . (4 pts)
You did see a fruit (PERF), and now you are eating it (IMPF. LAUD). Use tse’a,
yom

8.) Ikranit mi Iknimaya , €o krrpe ne ‘Urar ne’'im . (4 pts)
The banshee was flying (IMPF) in the Thundering Mountains, before the time
when he came back to the eerie. Use tswon, za'u.

9.) Pol niftue fa tukru yerikti, ulte poya nifmetokil ‘awti Na'viya
. (4 pts)

She recently killed a hexapede (LAUD) with a spear easily, and her test will soon

make (LAUD) her one of the people. Use tspang, si.



Narrative: (Have fun. 20 pts)

Mi krr pehrr txana tirolol ‘awvea aytirolyda, sempulil oeya
tarokit . poanil mesyalfa Eyway4d, ftu leikrana
Na’vi ne Iknimaya, ulte frapol mikyun poanya tislusamit. Sla
oeri, kxenerti , ulte nitxana skxawng lok Tsahik.
Sla ayfmawn uniltirantokx, ulte oe ye'rin ne
tsafya. Pehrr krril oeya ; kewongya ayli'uti. Tsun
poanhu niInglisi pivingkxo a fi'u oeru prrtxe’ !

In the time when the great singing of the first songs was beginning (PAST IMPF:
use snga’i), my father rode (PAST PERF LAUD: use makto) a tarok. He flew
(PAST: use tswon) with the wings of Eywa, from the ikran Na'vi to the
Thundering mountains, and all listened (PERF LAUD: use ting) to his wisdom. As
for me, I just ate (NEAR PAST: use yom) a fruit, and was (NEAR PAST PEJ: use
lu) a moron near the Tsahik. But the news (PRES IMPF LAUD: use peng) tells of
a dreamwalker, and soon I'll go (NEAR FUT LAUD: use ka) that way. When my
time will come (NEAR FUT: use za'u), I will learn (FUT LAUD: use nume) the
alien’s words. It will be (FUT LAUD) a pleasure to be able to speak with him in

English!



Answers:
1.) Oe silstan taronyu I<ei><>u.

2.) Ngari oel ke tx<ay><dng>ing, sla tsun ke oe I<><dng>u
‘<>i'<>awn.

3.) Ngal Tawtuteti txepri t<er><ei>ing.

4.) Na'vil tirolti r<am><>ol.

5.) Palulukan t<a<r>m><ei>ul niwin.

6.) Oel tarokri ke t<iy>ar<>on, na ha t<ay>ar<>on pol oet.
7.) Ts<ol>e'<>a ngal ki'ongti, ulte set poti y<er><ei>om.

8.) Ikranit mi Iknimaya tsw<a<r>m><>on, eo krrpe ne ‘Urar
ne'im z<ol>a'<>u.

9.) Po tsp<im><ei>ang niftue fa tukru, ulte poya nifmetokil ‘awti
Na'viya s<iy><ei>i.
NARRATIVE:

Mi krr pehrr sng<a<r>n>a’<>i txana tirolol ‘awvea aytirolya, sempulil
oeya tarokit m<ol>akt<ei>o0. Tsw<ol><>on poanil mesyalfa Eywaya,
ftu leikrana Na’vi ne Iknimaya, ulte frapol mikyun t<ol><ei>ing poanyi
tislusamit. Sli oeri, kxenerti y<im><>om, ulte nitxana skxawng
I<im><dng>u lok Tsahik. SId ayfmawn p<er><ei>ng uniltirantokx,
ulte oe k<iy><ei>a ye’rin ne tsafya. Pehrr krril oeyi z<iy>a'<>u,
n<ay>um<ei>e kewongyi ayli’uti. Tsun poanhu nilnglisi pivingkxo a

fi'u oeru prrtxe’ I<ay><ei>u!

Worksheet by Taronyu. Edited by Alim Tsamsiyu.



Na'vi Grammar 1.7: Lenition

Lenition seems
like a pretty scary, confusing thing. Its actually pretty simple and straightforward. Basically, after certain
adpositions and prefixes, 8 of the 20 consonants mutate into a different consonant:

px ------ >Pp
tx ------ >t
kx ------ >k
p -—-- > f
t - > S
ts - > S
k --—--—-- >h
| >0

remember, ' is the glottal stop, or basically the closing of your glottis, like the hyphen in 'uh-oh'.

O indicates nothing ... so the glottal stop becomes nothing. Also important to remember that the
letters lenit only once. so Px, once it changes to P, does not then change to F. Only the unlenited
P changes to F.

And thats basically it!

What triggers lenition?

Lenition in Na'vi is triggered by two things:
Adpositions, and Prefixes.

An adposition is a generic term for a preposition*. A preposition is a part of speech that
introduces a prepositional phrase, which includes the preposition, and indicates a grouping of
words. For example, in the sentence "the cat sleeps on the sofa" the prepositional phrase would be
"on the sofa" and the preposition would be 'on.'

The most commonly used prepositions in the english phrase are:

n.n

"Of”, HtOH’ Hin", Hfor , With" and ”On"

*-In linguistics there are three variants of adpositions; prepositions, postpositions and circumpositions. but the one that
is most relevant to us in learning na'vi as far as lenition goes is the preposition, as lenition is triggered when something
comes before the leniting consonant.



A Prefix is an addition to the beginning (hence "pre") a word to modify or inflect its meaning.

Not all prefixes are lenitive prefixes. In grammatical notation for the Na'vi language, most prefixes
are indicated with a hyphen after the prefix, such as in ti-rey (life.) Prefixes that are lenitave, are
indicated by the + symbol instead of a hyphen, like ay+nga (you inclusive).

Example:

Supposing I want to make Taryonyu (hunter) plural, I'd need to use ay+.

ay-+taronyu

Since the T in taronyu is a lenitiave consonant, the t would change:

ay+saronyu

which would be correct. With ay+ in particular, you don't need to include the ay+ after lenition
happens, So equally correct would be just simply:

saronyu

If however you want to make Taronyu (hunter) dual, I'd then use Me+

me-ttaronyu

As with ay+, me+ is lenitave (as can be seen by the + symbol) so the t would change:
me+saronyu

but one could NOT drop the me+ because otherwise it would then be indistinguishable from ay+

As it stands, there are currently four lenitive prefixes™:
Ay+ (plurality)
Me+ (dual)

Pxe+(Trial)
Pe+ (what)

... And one adposition that lenits, but ONLY as a preposition.

Mi+ "in"

the adposition Mi does not attach to the beginning of the word it modifies, only after as it is an
adposition and not a prefix.

*- there might be more lenitive prefixes, but as of 02/01/2010, only those four are for sure.



Combine the following words and prefixes correctly.
Try not to look back on the list!

1.)Ay+Tsamsiyu -->
Warriors

2.)Me+Nari -->
Two eyes

3.)Pe+utral -->
What tree?

4.) Me+Taronyu -->
Two Hunters

5.) Ay+tsmukan -->
Brothers

6.) Mi+hrrap -->
in danger

7.)Ay+pa'li -->
direhorses

8.) mi+txopu -->
In fear

9.) pe+pxun -->
what arm?

10.) ay+karyu -->
teachers

11.) ay+tsap'alute -->
apologies

12.) me+kxetse -->
two tails




Look for Lenitave errors in the following phrases,

and rewrite them correctly.
--not all have them though!

13.) Ngeyé aytsmukan uernil metxon
Your brothers were dreaming for two nights!

14.) Petsmukeri pxunyi mepxuntil
what sister's arm had two elbows??

15.) peyfa ngeyéa aysmukan rey mitxopu?
how do your brothers live in fear?

16.) Utralid metangek
the tree has two trunks

17.) Oeyi aypa'liru ke lu mekxetse
My direhorses do not have tails

18.) Poe lu ftu mehifkey
he is from two worlds

19.) Pekrr nga holahaw?
what time did you fall asleep?

20.) Meikran tswayon mikxam meutral
the two ikran fly between two trees




Answers:

1.)Ay+Tsamsiyu --> aysamsiyu, or samsiyu
warriors

2)Me+Nari --> Menari

two eyes

3.)Pe+utral -->Peutral

What Tree?

4.) Me+Taronyu --> Mesaronyu

Two Hunters

5.) Ay+tsmukan --> Aysmukan, or Smukan
Brothers

6.) Mi-hrrap --> Mihrrap

with danger

7.)Ay+pa'li -->ayfa'li or fa'li

direhorses

8.) mi+txopu --> mi topu

in fear

9.) ay+pxun --> aypun, or pun
Arms

10.) ay+karyu --> ayharyu, or haryu

teachers

11.) ay+tsap'alute --> aysap'alute or sap'alute
apologies

12.) me+kxetse --> meketse

two tails

13.) Ngeyéd aytsmukan uernil metxon
Ngeyé aysmukan uernil meton
Your brothers were dreaming for two nights!

14.) Petsmukeri pxunyd mepxuntil
Pesmukeri pxunyd mepuntil
what sister's arm had two elbows??

15.) peyfa ngeyd aysmukan rey mi txopu?
peyfa ngeyéd aysmukan rey mi topu?
how do your brothers live in fear?

16.) Utrald metangek
Utrald mesangek
the tree has two trunks

17.) Oeyi aypa'liru ke lu mekxetse
Oeyi ayfa'liru ke lu meketse
My direhorses do not have tails

18.) Poe lu ftu mehifkey
Poe lu ftu mehifkey
he is from two worlds

19.) Pekrr nga holahaw?
Pehrr nga holahaw?
what time did you fall asleep?

20.) Meikran tswayon mi kxam meutral
Meikran tswayon mi kam meutral
the two ikran fly between two trees



Words used:

lu -to be

Taron - Hunt (taronyu = hunter)
'it - child

Ikran - Mountain Banshee
pa'li - direhorse

yom - eat

tukru - spear

mikyun - ear
Toruk  -Leonopteryx

txon - night
pxun - arm
txopu - fear

tangek - trunk (tree)
kifkey - world
utral - tree

ke
Tsam
Tsmuk
ean
tspang
tswayon
ftang
plitxe
kelku
unil -
pxuntil
peyfa
kxetse
hahaw
kxam

- not
- war
- sibling
- Blue
- Kill
-ty
- stop
- speak
- home
- dream
- elbow
- how
- tail
- sleep
- center
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Final I xam

This is an easy crossword puzzle. We even filled it in for you. Then some jerk in accounting
thought that was far too simple, and he pasted white circles over various letters so that you
would have to fill in each missing letter to solve this puzzle. Feel free to use the Na'vi word list
or dictionary if you get stuck (this is an open book test), but try filling in the letters of the words
you recognize first. You might be surprised how much you know.
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